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B ebold, thou art: made NE fon v0 
more, lefh-a pg thing come unto 
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4 HESE Woidear the Afdvice of 


- . oyrSayiqur tothe impotent man, 
whom he miracylonfly cured af 
ter he had Jong wai 


pole at the Pool of Betheſda : Fo ors 
when I conſider the qyjſerable Rage to which | 
this ancient City was r6 y the late ftu- 
pendious. Figs,. and 08 hace glorioys recove- 
ry of ir-out of its mighty P. of Ruines, it 
ſeems to me an exact emblem of this poor 
Patjent ip my Text. Wich hi; nat long a- 
go, it was reduced. rg 4 wrerched Ampgrene 
condition.;. itsgoodly Piles lay bed:r, 
own {ad Ruines, An dparingss Robore 
I)» boy Las utmoſt FRE, j 


courage.and in 


red their former I 
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—miſed ogate wthin a fey Years more Glori- 


ous and Magnificent than ever; and we that 
ſaw their Deſolations, and were almoſt read: 
to give them over\for "irreparable; have live 
to ſee them-rile'again-in; Rate:and fplendour 
out of their Aſhes. And:now that our.City is 
revived-again, and flouriſhes i »Þ perfe& health 
and vigour, , methinks I hear the God of Hea- 
yerr beſpeak her; asour Saviour did hisreco- 
vered Patient in the Text, Go thy wayy.and ſm: 
no more, left a worſe thing come unto rings [n. 
which words You rot LIE: 
| A Cantion Sino more; 
H: A ewofold'Reaſon of it, 
-  r. Behold, thou art made: whole. 
25 Eeff 4 worſe thing come unto thee: 


E F-begin with the: firft ofiheſs, Sin no more: 
Which fs lainly imply chat he had been 
2-{inner heretofore ;- and'thatbecauſe he had 
ſo; therefore he was reduced tothar wretched: 
impotent condition; that his diſeaſe ' was. the 
puniſhment of his faule, andthe 'produdt” of 
his own wickedneſs : for otherwiſe he had no - 
reafor-to-take warning by icnot to fin again; 
if his former impotence had not: been t SY h 
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een urged 
as 4: proper argument: to: perlyvade him; to a 
fature-; reformation.:: In - this therefore the 
firength:of qur Saviour's.Caution lies, [The im- 
potence under which choy didſt ſo-lately lan- 
guiſh, and of, whieh|I have-now. recovered 
thee, was inflicted; on (thee- by God-as a. jult 
retribution for thy; wickedneſs; and therefore, 
ſince.chou art thus happily. regaverey, -beware 
thou doſt gat ſin again; left thouw-provoke him 
by it to ſcourge thee more. ſeverely; /.. So that 
the main fdefign of this'Cantion, is.;to,con- 
vince'us that thoſe Evils:andiCalamities,under 
which we | ſuffer; -are-fome; way--or.-other 
occaſioned by our fin; :And' indeed if we:im- 
partially ſuryey, thoſe - numero -calamities 
which oppreſizhe World,, we:ſhall and -them 
generally -reducible-./to. one of) theſe. three 
Heads. - Either (1.) they are-the:natural Ef- 
fects of, ſin, Or (2.); the-juſt Retribucions of 
it, Or! (3+); the; neceflary- Antidotes agaialt 
it. | Of cach'of theſe-very briefly.;;; 1+: 
(1.) In the firſt place, Many of thoſeevils 
and calamities under which we ſuffer, arethe 
natural Eflects of Sin, and fuch it's poſlible was 
the diſeaſe.of which our Saviour cured this-im- 
potent Patient, eventhe natural effe& either 06 
2 is 
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his" Inceraperante;- Wantonneſs, or immodes 
rate Paſfion,” which: are the natural cauſes of 
moſt- of thoſe diſeaſes under which we lan- 
guiſh,}. For either they-are-intailed upon us by 
our Parencs, whe beger' us uſually in their 
bwn- likeneſs 3 and fo having diſeaſed chewr+ 
ſelyes by theit own Debauches, derive to us 
their frail and crazy-conſticutions, and leave 
us Heirs of the woeful effets'oÞ their own'In- 
remperance 'and Laſtiviouſheb :- fot fo we 
commonly find the Stone and Gout, Conſurns 
ption and Catarrhs derived through many ge- 
nerations from the vices of gue wicked Pro- 
genitor, who to:enjoy the plealures of an in- 
tempetate Draught, br the embraces of a rot- 
ten Whore, dorh many cimes entail a lingring 
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rormeft upon his Children, and his Childrens 
Children. Others, 2againy owe their diſeaſes | 
to their own perſonal vices, and by abuſing fp 


their Bodies to Tatisfie” their Luſts, convere 
then neo walking'Hotpirals; 'rhey | ſuck in | 
Rheums and Defluxions with their intempe- | 
rate Draughts, and change the pleaſore of a ! 
ſober and temperate life, for Fevers and the ; 
nneafineſs of Debauches ; they forallowrheir a 
Surfeirs if their gluttonous Meals, and fill their 
Veins with flac and fprighelefs hunwours, = 
| Y 
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by degrees they have turned their ſickly Bo © 


dies into mere Statues of Earth 'and Phlegm. 
And in a word, they waſt themlelyes in their 
inſatiable wantonnefs, .. and | ſacrifice . their 
ſtrength to a beaſtly imporcunity, .and many 
times. contract thoſe noiſome -Dileaſes that 
make them putrihie alive, -and even anticipate 
the uncleannels of the Grave. . And: as;qur bo- 
dily Diſeaſes are generally che natural effects 
of our Sin, ſo.are moſt others of thoſe Cala- 
mities under which we groan. - Thus Want 
and Poverty are uſually che effects eicher of 
our own Sloth. or Prodigality, or -elſe of: the 
Fraud and Oppreſſion of thoſe we deal with : 
and Wars and Devaſtations the natural pro- 
ducts either. of the Ambition or Covetoulneſs 
of thoſe who are the Aggreſlors..- Thus Sin, 
you ſee; is the Pandora's Box, . whence. moſt 
. of thoſe ſwarms of Mileries iſſue that ſting 
and diſturb the World ; and indeed, the God 
of nature, to deter men from: Sin, hath cou- 
pled Miſery to ic ſo inſeparably, that whilſt he 
continues things in their natural courſe, we 
may as ſoon be men without being reaſon- 
able, as ſinful men without being: miſerable. 
Hence we find, That when he had tryed all 
the arts of Diſcipline on-the obſtinate Jews, 
and 
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inf none were fſectual, be ar lafb confgrs = 
them to the dire correRtion'of their own Fol- 


lies, Jer. 2 19. Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corref 
ther, and thy backfliding ſhall reprove thee. 
(2:), Again, Secondly, Many of thoſe Evils 


i indCalamites ander which we ſuffer, are the = 


juft retributions of Sin. For befides choſe nu- 
merous'Evils that are naturally appendanc un- 


to wicked a&ions , there are ſundry others 


under which we faſter; thatare'the more im- 
mediate effefts' of the Divine Difpleaſure, 
and are inflifted ous by God as the condign. 
Puniflments of our Rebellions againſt hina 2: 
and'theſe are fuch as proceed noe from any 
aeceſfary canfalicy in the ſinful ations them- 
| felves, bm are wholly owing to'the Provi- 
dence of Heaven, whick cicher inflits them 
timraediately upon'us, or elſe diſpoſes ſecond. 
Cauſes, contrary to. their 'narural rendency, 
to. come © the prodution of them ; {ach 
were the Drowning of rhe World, .rhe Darn- 
ng of Sodom and Gomorrha, the 
Corab, Dathan, and Miram; and 

her fuch hike mentionedin cheScriptore. And 
though in ſundry of thoſe Judgemens, which. 
God inflitts upen finful men, his' hand:doch 
not i, viſibly APPear as it $&d.im thoſe; yer 


nan! (AS Gemma cc _ . 
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ſundry of them are impreſſed with ſuch viſible 


Characters of the Divirie Diſpleaſure, that 
we have allthe reaſon in the World'to con- 


clude them ro- be: the immediate effects of-it. 


As when 'we fee ſome great andiunexpeRed 
Calamity befal a Sinner ia the yery:commili- 
on of a wicked Action; or when he'its punifh- 
ed in kind , - and the: Judgement inflited on 
him-bears an exact correſpondence with his 
Sin'; or when upon the: commiſſion of ſome 
notorious'Villany,, fome ſtrange and extraor- 
dinary evil befals him: in thele-and ſuch like 
caſes, although-ic's poſſible they may be-the 
effes-of forme caſual concurrence of ſecond 
Cauſes; yet there being ſach plain indications 
of deſigned Puniſhmenr:in them, it would.be 


very unreaſonable to.artribute them to a:merxe- 


blind. and undefigning; Chance: | And: there- 
fore, alchough on the'one hand it argues an; 
uncharitable and ſuperſticions mind to. attri- 
bute' every. calamity of our. Brother co the 


* 


Righteous Judgement and Dilpleafure /of 


God 3 yet on the other hand, it'sno leſs an ar- 


ment of a ſtupid wretchleſs Soul, to atrri- 
ute thoſe Evils to chance, on which there 
are ſuch. apparent {ymproms of! the: Divine 
Difpleaſure. ' - And though there is no! _— 
i ur 
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"bur many of thoſe-evil- Events thar'befal us. do 


merely; reſul from the eſtabliſhed courſe and 
order of | neceſſary Cauſes; : yet there. is no 
man- that -owns either a:\Providence; or. the 


_ truth of Scripture, -but mult readily .acknow- 


ledge; that-in-this eſtabliſhed courſe of things, 
God: yery often interpoſes, and 'for the re- 
warding- of 'good-and- puniſhing of bad men, 
fo varies the courſes :of theſe: ſecondary Cau- 
ſes; - as+to:-produce 'good/ and evil-by them; 
contrary to their natural ſeries and tendencies. 
For! ſhould: he have. limited himſelf, to the 
Laws of Nature; and refolved:/to keep thifigs 


- 6nfor eyer tin one fatal /unyariable courſe of 


motion, he muſt have tyed up his hands from 
rewarding and puniſhing, which are the prin- 
cipal:acts: of -his -governing Providence ;-and 
conſequently all :his promiſes and: threats of 
temporal Bleſſings and Judgments, muſt have 
been perfely null and inſignificant. This there- 
fore muſt be acknowledged: by.all; that have 


- any ſenſe of God and:Religion,, That many of 


thoſe Evils under which we ſuffer, are the juſt 
Judgments of God in retribution for our Folly 
and Wickedneſs.. But I ſee-I muſt haſten. -_- 

(3.): And laſtly, many. of thoſe Evils and. 
Calamities we :indure;- are inflicted as get 
q ary 
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ſary Antidotes againſt Sin./ For certainly, con- 
ſidering the degenerate ſtate of Humane. Na- 
ture, the perverſenels and diſingenuity of the 
generality of mankind, Afﬀidions and Cala- 
mities are as neceſlary to keep us within the 
bounds of Sobriety, as Chains and Whips are 
to tame Madmen: And ſhould the great 
Governour of the World ſtill indulge to us 
our wills, and accommodate all Eyents. to 
our defires, we ſhould grow'ſo extravagant- 
ly inſolent, that 'twould be.impoſlible to keep 
us within any bounds or compals.;: and there- 
fore, in- charity -to us, he is many. times for- 
ced to croſs us, and: to infli&t leſs Evils on us, 
to prevent-greater. . He ſees, that if he ſhould 
gratifie our fond 'Delires, *twould be. a cruel 
kindneſs tous, and hurt us more than ever it 
would benefit us; *twould damp our Piety, or 
carnalize our Spirits,{well our Pride,or pamper 
our Luxury, give ſuch a looſe to our extraya- 
wy Paſſions, as would in the end render us 
ar. more miſerable than the want of what 
we deſire can do. And therefore, in mere pi- 
ty to us, inſtead of giving us the good: we 
ask for, he ſometimes inflicts.the-.contraryevil : 
and as Phyſicians ſometimes prick a Vein in 
the Arm to prevent the ſuffocation' of the 
Heart $ 
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Heart ; ſo God many times afflits us-to pre> 
ſerve us, diſeaſes our Bodies to Antidote or 
Cure our Souls. So that though thoſe Evils 
which God inflidts upon us, are not always 
intended for Puniſhments of our Sin, but 
ſometimes for Preſervarives againft ic : -yet in 
this caſe as well as the other, *ris Sin that is the 
cauſe of it; *tis this that makes the evil ne- 
ceſlary, and obliges God in mercy to inflit 
it upon us. He knows the Sin will injure us 
much more than the evil he preſcribes 'to-pre» 
vent it; and therefore -being much more ſol- 
licitous for our fafety than our caſe, he chooſ- 
es rather to make us [mart, than: to ſuffer us 
to periſh. But if it were not for Sin, which 
is the worſt of Diſeaſes, he would have no 
need to Antidote us with Aﬀi&tion ; nor doth 
he ſo much delight to grieve the Children of 
Men, as to afflict them for Aﬀictions fake. 
So that were it not for our Sin, eicher a&tual 
or in proſpe, we may be ſure, he would:nei- 
ther puniſh, -ner aff1& us. Thus Sin, you ſee, 
is the common Cauſe of Evil , the fruicful 
Womb of all kinds of Miſchief; for I doubt 
not but to one of theſe three Heads moſt: of 
the Miſeries of Mankind may be reduced, chac 
they are cither the natural Effet, the 3 

| Puniſh- 
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Puniſhments, or the neceſlary Preſervatives 
of Sin. .. 

_ , Hence therefore let us learn under all our 
Calamiries to acknowledge our Sins to be the 
cauſe of chem, to trace. up-our. Evils to theic 
Fountain head, which we ſhall find is in our 
own Boſoms. From hence ſpring all thoſe 

Wars, thoſe {weeping Plagues, thoſe- 
devouring Fires that makefuch devaſtations in 
the World ; from hence are laid thoſe trains 
of Wild Fire thac flaughter our Friends, -blow. 
vp our Houſes, and. ſcatter ſo. many. Ruines 
round about us. O} would to. God we 
would once be ſenſible of it, that we woald: 
evcry one {mite upon his own Thigh, and: 
cry out, . Lord, what have I done ? what: 
ſparks have I added: ro- the comman flame ?: 
what guilts have I contributed towards the 
filling up the meaſure of England's Iniquities ?: 

But, alas! hitherro-we have generally taken. 
2 quite contrary courſeto.chis. When. God's. 
Judgements are upon us,. we conſels that 
Sin is the cauſe of chem indeed, but not-ours. 
by any. means : Tis the Sin of the City, crys: 
the Co ; 'tis'the Sin. as CO: 

City 5. 'ris tt e Sin of this Party, crys one ; tis. 

6: 
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the Judgements of God arc ſent from Tithing 
' to Tithing, and no Body will own. them, 
chough they call us all Fathers. Well, Sirs, 
we ſhall one Day find, God grant it may not 
be too late firſt, that this is not the way to pre- 
vent the incurſions of the Divine Jadgements. 
If ever we mean to put a ſtop to God's Indig- 
nation againſt us, we muſt every one lay our 
Hands upon our own Breaſts, and lament his 
own Sin,” and acknowledge his own ſhare in 
the general Provocation, and promiſe and in- 
gage our ſelyes, that where-eyer we have 
done amiſs, we will do ſono more : Which, 
if we wiltully refuſe to do, though at preſent 
we are made whole, yet we may certainly 
expect that a worſe thing will come upon us. And 

this brings me from the Caution to ; 


1I. The Reaſons of it , which, .as I told 
you, are two : 

1. Thou art made whole. © 

2. Left a worſe thmg come unto thee. 

x. I begin with the firſt, Behold thou art 
made whole, therefore have a care thou fin- 
neft-no more : let-the mercy I haveſhown 
thee in curing thee of thy Diſeaſe, have this 
blefled effeft upon thee, to reclaim thee from 
_ thy 
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thy Sins to a life of Vertue and Puricy. So 
chat the ſenſe of chis Reaſon is this, That 


God's mercy to us in recovering us from paſt - 


Calamities, lays a great Obligation upon uis to, 


_ reform and amend; ; but particularly ic lays - 


upon us this. threefold Obligation, (1.) The 


Obligarion of Gratitude, .(z2.) of Juſtice, 
) rod laſtly, of Selfuoeh, Of each o 
theſe briefly... DS 1 


«4 


(1) God's mercy in reſtoring us from any | 
paſt Calamity , obliges us'in gratitude to a= 


mend; our lives.” Tis doubtleſs one of che moſt 
palpable ſigns of a baſe profligace Nature, noc 
to be obliged by Favours : 'twould be an in- 
jury to a Brute to call him ingrateful ; char 0- 
dious Epithere no Being can deſerve, but one 
that is degenerated into a Devil, that has broke 
through all chart is modeſt and ingenuous, that 
' is tender and apprehenſive in Humane Nas 
cure. But to ſin on againſt the mercies of our 
Deliverer, to take pleaſure in provoking him, 
who took pity on us in our low eſtate, an 
ſnatched us from the brink of ruine, is doubt- 
leſs the higheſt Baſeneſs and Ingraritude : for 
whilſt we perfift in our ſinful courles, under the 
obligations of his Goodneſs, we render him the 
greateſt Evil for the greateſt Good, and re- 
| "Wp- | Tort 
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POL won his' Fayorits with the baſk Indignicies. 


Whit he is ſhielding us with his careful Pro- 
vidence, we (mite him with the Fiſt of Wick- 
ednefs; and, like wretched Vipers, fling and - 
wound him, whilſt he is cheriſhing us in his 
Boſome. And is this a ſuitable anſwer, do 
we think', to the obligations he has laid up- 
on us? O ungrateful Wrerches that we are, 
do. we thus requite the Lord our God > With 
what confidence 'can we pretend to any thing 
that is Modeſt and Ingenuous,, while we thus 
pee terurn the Favonrs of our God with 
nch infafferable Aﬀeonts and Indignities ? 
erm 7TH: ZE 
(2.) — God's mercy in reftoring 
us from any pat Calamity, obliges us in Ju- 
fice- to. amen} our lives ; for by reſtoring. us; 
he acquires a new Tight to'ns. As he is the 
Anchor of our Beings, he hach an wnalienable | 
_ and property in all the powers and fa- 
Iries of ofr natures': but every time he re- 
Rores ns from an approaching Ruine, he doth, 
wirtpar Nrmagrt Sp yr. ouafiohan 
aIVCS "DJ alreln, Qt -Yenews. 
his. Title ro-us'; andfo many times as he pre- 
ſerves. vs, fo-many_ Lives and Brings he giv- 
T 1 
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rights and properties he acquires in us. And 
when- he hath ſo many ways eaticled himſelf 
to ws, by creating, prelery ing, and reſtoring us, 


what monſtrous injuſtice is it in us till to alt 


 enate our ſelves from him, and liſt thoſe pow- 
ers and- faculcies into the ſervice of his Ene- 
mics, -that are his by ſo many Titles? O un- 
juſt that: we are, thus to fight againſt God 
with his own Weapons, and affront his Au- 
tharity with che effects of: his Bounty ! for by 
perfiſting; in Sin under his Preſervarions , we 
do.not only. rob him of our ſelyes, in whom 
he: hath: ſuch an unalienable Propriety, . bur 
alſo imploy our ſelves againſt him. We da 
not only purloin his Goods, but canyert them 
incoinftruments of Rebellion againſt him,than 
which there. is nothing can be more outragi- 
oully injurious. O wretched man, that very 
Tongue with which thou blaſphemeſt him, had 
Ere this been ſilent for ever, had not he 
ſtretched out his hand. and / reſtared. thee. 
Thoſe Eyes, through which thou. ſhooteſt 
the noiſome Fire-balls of thy Luſt, had been 
ere this clos'd up in endleſs darkne(s, . had nat 
he-raken- pity on thee , and ſnatched thee 
from the brinks of Ruine, Thoſe Members 
of thine, which thou ioplonet as <a 
2 
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of unrighteouſneks againſt him, ' had now: been 
rorting i in a cold Grave, had not his tender 
mercy preferyed thee. And canſt thou be ſuch 
4 barbarous Wretch, as not only to deniy him 
the ufe of what he gives, but even to in- 
jure him with his own Gifts ? Confider;''l be- 
ſcech you , how heinoufly he muſt needs re- | 
fent ſuch monſtrous injuſtice and ingratitude, | 
Hear but how he complains in a parallel caſe, 
Iſa. 1. 2, 3. Hear O heavens, and give ear O earth; 
for the Lord bath ſpoken, Thave brought up children, 
. and they have rebelled againſt me.” The oxe knows 

his owner, and the aſs his maſters crib, but Iſrael doth 
not know, my people doth not va Ab ſinful nas 
tion, a laden with miqu 

(3) Fhindty and ity, God s mercy- in 
reſtoring us from paſt Calamities obliges us in 
Self-intereſt to reform and atnend.-' For-if we 
do not anſwer the end of God's deliverances, 
they will prove Curſes inſtead of Benefics to 
us; and what he intended for 4 favour, will 
convert into an aggravation of our fin and/pu- 
niſhment. The great end why God deliver- 
ed us, was to win us by his Goodneſs to: for- 
fake our ſins, and give us ſpace to repent of 
them : for ſo the Apoſtle tells us, Thar the 


goodneſs and long: ſuffering of God leads us to-repen- 
tance, 
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rance, in Rom. 2./ 4. Bur if ic doth.not lead. us 


thither, ic will-leave us in-a far worſe condici-" 


on than it found us ; i. e. 'twill leave us load- 
ed with much heavier guilt, and bound over to 
much ſorer puniſhment. For he that fins on 


under. his Preſervations, is: only. preſerved to 


treaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath, and to 
prepare more Fuel. for his future Flames. - So 


that, if he ſtill perſiſt in. bis wickedneſs, itchad 


been . much . better for bim.that God had ler 
him alone to periſh under his affliction. For 
then he had. paſt more innocent into the other 
World;. and ſuffered'there a much cooler dam- 
nation':, Whereas now,; whenever his wretch- 


_ ed Ghoſt: departs into- Ecernity, twill go. at- 


tended with a louder cry of guilts, with the 
cry..of, ſo. many more; wronged mercies and 
abuſed ' preſeryations.;. which. will moſt fear- 
fully. inhance: her Accounts, and inflame che 
Reckoning. of her torments :' ſo that when 
ſhe comes into the other World among thole 
miſerable Spirits, that wers ſnatched. away 


1n.the' comman calamities. from whence ſhe: 


was reſcued. and preſerved, ſhe-will.find her 


ſelf plunged, into a condition ſo much» more 
fats e:,. that ſhe will wiſh a- thouſand 
times ſhe had been. ſnatched 'away. with Gans 
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that ſo ſhe might never have had the opportu« 
nity to contraCt thoſe guilts that are the: woful 
cauſes of it. Wherebore, as we would not 
make the mercies of God the caules 'of our 
miſery, and turn our Preſeryations into Judg- 
ments; we are highly obliged upon every res 
covery from paſt Judgments and Calamiries, 
to reform and amend our lives. 467 
And/now what remains, but that we ſeri- 
ouſly conſider with our-ſelves how much-we 
are concerned in this Argument. We of 'this 
Generation are a people whom God hath ex+ 
ercifed-with ' wondrous: Judgments and. Deli- 
verances.'' We have' niany of 'us livec:to fee 
the Bowels of our Native Country ripped up 
by an Unnatural War, the righteous Caule of 
the Prince and Father of our Country oppref- 
ſed by proſperous Villany ; his innocent Blood, 
our Laws and Liberties and Religion facrifi- 
ced to the [uſt of Rebels and Uſurpers. And 
when we had long ſuffered the conſequent mi- 
ſeries and confuſions; 6ur *mercifal God took 
pity upon- us, and after a long Exile; and 
without- the charge and ſmart of War and 
Bloudſhed,reſtored to us again the lawful Heir 


-and Succeſſor of our Crown, and, with him, 


our Liberties and Religion. This, one would 
have 


wk 
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of any ingenuity, and to indear to us for ever 
the Author of ſuch a miraculous mercy. Bur 
_ when inſtead of being reclaimed by bis Good- 
neſs we grew worle and worle, his anget'was 
kindled again againſt us, and in his fore dil- 
pleaſure he breathed forth a_deſtroying Peſti- 
lence upon us, that in a few Months ſwept 
our Streets, unpeopled our Houſes, and turn- 
ed our Towns and Cities into Golgstha's. But: 
m the midſt of ſo many Deaths we were pre. 
ſerved; 'and' under the Shield of that. Provi- 
dence were kept in ſafety, when. ten thouſand- 
Arrows flew about our ears. "And' could we 
poſſibly reſiſt-the powerful charms of ſuch-.an 
indearmg , -ſach a- diſtinguiſhing kindneſs? 
Alas ! Yes, we conld, | and:did,” and were 6 
far from:being conquered by it,”that we grevy- 
more obſtinare and rebellious. - This incenſed. 
.-bim againſt us anew, and-with Fire-brands'm. 
its hands his vengeance came and kindled our 
Houſes -mro/ a devouring (flame |: that! with. 
wondrous fury did ſpread-and-inlarge' it felf- 
from 'Houſe ro Houle,” and from: Street'to. 
Street; [till 'ic- had 'aid: chis fatnous-Merropo- 
lis of our. Nation in a 'Heap'of' Runes: - But. 
yet in the midſt of Judgmaent,God remembredl: 
z | : do Mexcy 5: 


have:thought, was enough to oblige 2 people. 
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Mercy ; and when the unruly Element had 
baffled all our Arts,and triumphed over all our 
reſiſtance, God put a Bridle unto his mouth, 
and ſtopped him in his full cariere :. by which 
means a great part of. us were-preleryed; and 
ſnatched as Fire-brands out - of: the Flame: 
And though many, of us ſaw our Houles and 
Eſtates buried in Ryines it mage; : yet. WE 
have lived to ſee, and that within a few years, 
the canſumed Phenix. riſe out of her Aſhes/in 
greater . Glory . and Luſtre .than ever. - And 
now what have we rendred tothe;Lord for all 
theſe Mercies and ſignal Preſeryacions-? O uns 
grateful that. we are ! . We have turned his 
mercies into wantonnels, and fought againſt 
him with his own fayours : We have ſpent 
thoſe Jlives:which he harh preſerved. to us,-in 
grieying , -provoking and-diſhonouring.him : 
We have turned'thoſe Houſes he hath reſtored 
tous, intq,open; Stages of- pride: and luxury : 
We haveconſumed thole Eſtates which he hath 
repaired,: in lupplying-our manifold rebellions 
agaioft him.; Thus with his own mercies we 
haye. waged War with, him; -What rhen can 
we. expect, butithat: he ſhould diſarm us of 
thoſe mercies which -WweE have {o foully miſ-im- 
ployed ,- and thunder his Judgments upon 
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us: to avenge our abuſe of them? For if he. 
_ catifiot mele/ our obſtinacy with the Fire of 
Mercy ; *tis fit he ſhould: attempt to break ic 
with the-Hammerof Judgment: and if when 
hehath tryed lighter Judgments, they will noc- 
do; tis fir he ſhould ſecond them with great- 


er and heavier. - Which brings me, 


2. 'Tothe ſecond Reaſon of the Caution in: 


| the- Fext, Leſt 'a' worſe thing come upon thee.- 
ie. Beware thou: doſt not continue ftubborn 
under thy paſt CerreQions, leſt thou thereby 


provoke thy angry God to lay his hand yet 


heavier upon thee, and to ſcourge thee with: 
Scorpions inſtead of Rods. For it is the uſual 
method of the Divine Providence, when lefler 
Judgments prove ineffeftual, to ſecond and 
inforce them with greater. Thusherthteatens 
to deal-with Iſrael,  Levit. 26. 21, 23, 24- 4nd 
if ye-walk contrary to me , | and will not hearken unto 
me, '1 will bring ſeven times more plagues upon you, 


according to-your fms. And if yet ye will not be reform- 


ed by theſe things, but walk contrary tome, then will 
I walk contrary to you, and will puniſh ye yet ſeven 
times more for your fins. And juſt ashe threaten- 
ed, ſo it came to paſs : For as they continued 
obſtinate under God's Judgments; {o-he con- 


tinued to plague them ſorer:and forer, _ 
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loft perceiving their» Diſcaſe-.to. be. ieprable, 
he cur: 'em off, and -utterly deſtroyed them. 
And in this metbad of puniſhing Signers gra- 
dually wih ſharper and ſharper ſirgkes, mhea 
they _ continue. ander ' correction, 
there "is a- great deal of Reaſon and Wikloos, 
| For (1.) Their obſtinacy'ſwells and inhances 
their - Guilt. moe dt conn ſevere Puniſh- 


Puniſhmenes:/ cole hin, "BY Deſtruftion 
more inexculable. Ofeach of thele briefly; 

| (1. God puniſhes men with heavier, when 
they continue ebftioate under lighter Judg- 
ments ; becauſe their —_ 1s a- greater 
aggravation of 'their Guile, - For though 'our 
Reaſon indeed tells us, That Sn is the great- 
et ak np the World 
Reaſon and: Argument nat -comparer 
by that force: te.pexſwade wen, :as their own 
| Senſe and Experience hath : 2nd'they. will be 
much. ſooner perfwaded of the —_ of any 
evil, by Glioged the fmaut of it, that by a thay- 
_ dry CY ers againſt it. And _ 
though it be a great. aggravation- of our 
-guilr, ro {in againſt the clear convietions of gar 
Reaſon; yet RT much. greater, tofinagainft 
the s ſharp and. .dolorous. perceprions of our 


Own: 
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ovwit Senſe and' Experience: :>Bur now; while 


the Jutgments of God are apon men; they 


feel the'dite effeRts of their'Sinz'and therefore 
if notwichtnditig this, - rhey! ſtill perſiſt hair, 
they fig-agaiſt-their- Sens, as well as cheir 
Reaſon: which is; in feQ,: 4 plain defiance 


| eo God,-and 4 daring him. te do hisworſt wich 


- For thivin effect is the ſenſe and/inrerpre- 


baivh lof' *6wir- Obftiriacy 3.0" God; 11cnow = 
- thow- 34- 4ngry with rtvy "ow by- the: dire-ef- 
fects 'Þ riow Get and experietice;/ bur be'it 


koi to thee, 1:defpile thy Verpeanes, and 
arrſ}2cfved to f1n26h brave en -of 
aff the Judgrnents theu ape arm againft me. 


And what greacer aggravation of fir can- there 
be, © than ro'tepeat it with fucks a: 
- Ebtiternpr/ of th& Moſt" High? He is s daring 


Thief, weſay,” that will yentute'to rob wick» 
inf ight of the > Glllows - indheis asinlolenta 
Sinter, * that dares fiti on in the face of Judg- 
ments Te was look'd* upon” a monſtrons. 
piece bf conturnacy in the Fews,that when God 
had only forewarned them by the Prophet, Be» 
hold, 'T- frame evil ag ainſt you, and deviſe 4 drvice 
ax inſt\ you'; return ye now there hf = 
arrogant Ants 
fer, There is — but- dowToalt every. on 
2 after 
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after .bis as devices, arid we will do every one the 
Imagination. of his Owl heart, Jer. 18-11, 42. 
Bur. how. much more arrogantiwould.ic have 
been, bad the Judgment which was oaly.des 
viſing agaiaſt them been. aually executed 
upon them Such an Anſwer then had been 
2 plain Declaration, That they were finally 
laid to ftand it out againſt God to. the laſt, 
and to take no. Quarter at his hands, though 
they pepiſhed for ever in. their Rebellions. 
| n_mens Guilts are thus inhanced, * tis 
ft their Puniſhment ſhould be, proportiqna- 
ble : for otherwiſe chey would be looke upon 
as things _ happen to men without any Pro- 
vidential D But now, by regularly 
pro es af of to the E+ 
vils of Sin, -<; coupling lefler Evils-with-leſe - 
fer Guilss, and- greater with, greater, and, fo 
equally balancing. and adjuſting, the Puniſh- 
inet ro: the Faulr.; -God makes bis arm. bare 
to us, and pives..us.2.,plain demonſtration, 
Thar. the Evils we ſuffer are the. Rods of his 
juſt diſpleaſure.  - | 
(2.) God puniſhes men with heavier, when 
they continue obſtinate under. lighter Judge- 
a becauſe their obſtinacy renders heavi- 
er LO. neceſſary. For Puniſhments 
being, 
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- being deligned by 'God for our Cure and Re- 
watt it's. ab" Fe they ſhould be propor- 
rione 1 d tre: | 
ſeaſe.; and. conſequently, when the Diſeaſe 
of. our Sin is grown ſtronger and. more malig- 
nant, the remedy of our Puniſhment ſhould 
be made ſharper and more operative.. For 
when men are grown. inveterately wicked, 'to 


attempt their refermation with-ſmaller Judge- 


ments, is to. batter a Wall of Marble wich a . 


Por-Gun.  Such.. obſtinate - Rebels muſt be 
ſtormed with the loudeſt Artillery of Heaven, 
before they will liſten- to a-Surrender. An 
Anvil'will: as ſoon: yield to the Fillip. of our 
Finger, as a hardened Sinner relent under ſoft 
and gentle Corre&ions.; He mult be alarm'd 
. with ſome rouſing Judgment, and laſh'd till 
be bleeds again under the Rods of the Al- 
mighty, ar in all probability he. will be un» 
done for;ever. His Diſeaſe is inyeterate, and: 


not'to be: removed but by the ſtrongeſt Ca- 


-tharticks 3. and therefore to preſcribe him a 
Courſe of gentle Phyſick , would be to. try 
Experiments upon him, and yex and-diſturb 
him to no purpoſe. Godtherefore, tocurethe 
folly and. obſtinacy of: Sinners, is many times 
fain. to- treat them. with rigour. and _—_ 
WHEN: 


o- the :degree and firength of our Di- ' 
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heh he firids the mfld and entle inethods 6f of 
His Providence” defeated 'by them. But firft 

uſually he tries” the ſofter and more grateful 
Remedies, being unwilli z to-grieye and at 
fli&' his' Creatures, when thete is any ocher 
way to recover them.” Bur when ſofter 
will not do, 'tis Mercy in him to: apply leve- 
rer:; and! his ft moſt commonly are theRye- 
reſt, rhiele being the Catifficks, a5-it were, 
- which he is fait to” apply to our Lethargick 
Souls; when: ny orher {means will awake and 
recover Hd Crab 

(3. And Lily," God! Jubfhcs; ery 'weick 
| bidviee? when they continne obſtinate undbr 

lighter Judgments, to render their final de- 
traction. more inexcuſable if they wortt be fe- 
claimed. - For when God's Thieats*will n6t - 
awake men, he uſually ſends'forth his ſmaller 
Judgments; which, like the Van-Couriets of 
aft 'Axtny; afe rg begin the Skirmiſh, before he 
fills -ori wich tis tmath Body to raint and de- 
troy then, Which"method he obſerves, out of 
great pity ro his ſinfol Creatures, whom he al- 
ways threatens before he ftrikes, and' always 
frikes before he deftroys, that ſo he may bing 
thery timely and 'effeftual - warning 'to arm 


themſelves by Repencance, toprevent their de- 
ſtru&ion : 


I the. Lad _—_ 


Aron» ——— 
heilews off; __ a Wa ece,] 
® jize notice'of. a, fecond, and: tht econd. bf 


,.andall of that ruining and exeermina- 


which ir;: 
a darhiaons 


wn conclude the Ti 
going. Judgments do ftill give notice of the 
following, and-thele of the ſucce nd 
allof Arg deftruGion in the Wat which 

cloſely purſucs, and, unleſs we repent, willat 
laſt overtake us. And when our deſigned de- 
ftruction approaches us ſtep by Rep, and eve- 
xy ſucceeding; Judgment brings'it nearer and 
nearer tous, fo that we plainly ſev it! _— 

us, 


on when 'tis. yet act 2 diftance: 

yet will not Rand ont of 'its-way, but defſpe- 
ro. _— _ = — we 
= e: W being)! Er. or. Uns- 
kind'tor us,. who bark thken ach aveflettadt 
courſe to. warn: us of; and-retrieve usifrom. it 2. 
When he thus puniſh'd us more and more;;:as. 
our. Sir) grew gfeaterrand: , this, one 
would have cough] mighrbave webook faffici: 
ent to terrifie us from our Sins j:tvhich,- we 
_— ſaw, wee bringing fuch |miſchiefs upon. 
us, and: to: Cormmre, as of cli and: 
vel due that atterided them. . "RS 
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"God doch abundancly "manileft how exticime- 
ly-o "be is conlefiroy us. Bue if -aker 
all, we will force bim > Men-and Angels 
muſt yes" That - that che gil of 6 iy. 
and tous; a our 
rae nn own heads. 
_ And now if this becrue, That when leſſer 
Judgments will not reclaim men, God's uſual. 
is.to ſecond them with greater'; how 
much reaſon have we of this Nation'to expedt 
and dread a. ſucceſſion of greater Judgments 
than thoſe we have hitheno felt; conſidering 
how much we have degenerated under--our 
paſt CorreQtions , 'and all along bardened _ 
ſelves under the Rtrokes of the Almigh 


do not love to abode ill ;: and di xt 
our own Sins p ſticate more miſchief to 
us;chan'afty 5-4 ole lulpetted Appearances 


tharfill-our odds with ſb many fears and jea- 
louſies,' I could eafily ſecure my mind{ of the 
continuance. of our happineſs under far more 
cheeatning apprehenſfions. ' Bur, ' Alas ! when 
I confider how obſtinately we have perſiſted 
in: our finful' ways, in defiance both > of the 


Mercies and : Judgments of Heaven ; how, 


_ notwithſtanding che advantage we have had 


the 


of 0 better, ca baptized into 
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 the:beſk: Ghurcty, :gpdeducated.jn the pure, = 
Religion in;:che World: a Religion;chac, 
' advancesno_T emporal Deſign, no 1nvention, 


to, enrich,or; aggrahdizo its: Prieſts; thac hath, . 


no other; Aim:or.Projet;bus,only. thac bleſſed 


one of making men good here;and happy here-, 
after ; that bath no Arts of Comprenyze. be-; 
tween mens:Luſts and Conlcjences,no Devices: 
to ſuperſede the Eternal: Qbligarions of. Piercy: 
and Vertue',, but binds; em faſt upon. jour 
Conſciences by all 'that we can hope or fear. 


When, I ſay,norwithſtanding we haye had this, 
' advantage of being good, ; by being inlticuted 


in ſuch. 2, Religion as this, I conſider, how'we.. 


have:grown. worſe and worſe, - as if we had re-, 
ſolved to. give the World an Experiment how 


bad it's poſſible. for men to-be under the molt .. 


effetual means of being good ; I cannot ;but. 
be fearful and: jealous, That our multiplying . 
our Guilts will at length provoke God to mul- 
tiply his Judgments upon us. And O would' 
to God, that for this reaſon we would all be 
jealous, that we would ground. our fears upon 
our Sins ,” and Incorrigibleneſs under the paſt 
Judgments of God ! then they would pro-: 
duce in us far different effe&ts from what they 
have hitherto done ; then, inſtead of firing - 
PF - wi 
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with diſcontene-againſt ofr -Governbus, ant 
exciting ts'to'Fation; Seditiow and:Clanwouv, 
they wouldturniall our animoſities againſt our. 
own: wicked Eives;* whiclt arethe Cauſes of 
all che 'Evils thatoweſeeb orifear:' ther would: 
our Fears and'Jealouſtesitriprove into Piery tos 
wards God', Leyalty-'towards out' Prince, 
and- Charity-and-Juftice towards- one'anarhier, 
and: render/us canftanc toiths Profeſſion, and 
faithfulas'to-the Practice of our holy'/Religion.. 
Whicti- blefſed Efls&s could:chey* once” pro- 
duce; then farewelito' all'Cauſes: of Foars'and 

Jealoahies ; then our God:would ſbondifperſe 

all-clie Clouds'thar hang' over us,with the! light: 

of his Countennce,' and render us'2/glevious,. 
a happy anda proſperous/people ; andcrown: 
vus- with: Everlaſting: Glory” -andi. Happineſs: 
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HE Chriſtian Life, Part T. from its Beginning 
to its Conſummation in Glory. With D1- 

rections for private Devotions, and Forms of Prayer 
fitted to the Kveral ſtates of Chriſtians. 

The Chrifian Life, Part IT. Wherein the Funda- 
mental Principles of Chriſtian Duty are Aſſigned, 
Explained and Proved. Vol. I. | 

The C(hriitian Life, Part IT. Wherein that Fun- 
damental Principle of Chriftian Duty , the Do- 
Arine of our Saviour's Mediation, is Explained and 
Proved. Vol. IL . 

A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable 
the Lord Mayor, &c. Decemb. 16. 1683. -0n: Proverbs 
XXIV. 21. Be | 

A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable 
the Lord Mayor, &c. July 26. 1685. being the Day 
of Thankſgiving for his Majeſty's Victory over the 
Rebels ; On+2 Sam. xviii. 28. | 

A Sermon preached at the Afſizes held at Che/m/- 
ford in the County of Eſſex, Aug. 31. 1685, on 
Rom. X1ul. 1, | 

A Sermon preached before the oh rg 
the Lord Mayor, &c. Sept. 2. 1686. being the A4nn- 
verſary Fait for the dreadful Fire in the Year 1666. 
On Johr v. 14. | 


